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April 16,            2009, Washington, DC- Rep. Herseth Sandlin issued the following            statement responding to recently announced changes to United States            policy toward Cuba, including the easing of various trade restrictions:

“Cuba is a promising            trading partner for the U.S. and has the potential to be an increasingly            significant market for South Dakota agricultural products. Since late            2001, Cuba has purchased more than $2.7 billion in agricultural products            from the United States. However, growth of this market is limited because            of numerous restrictions and licensing requirements. In recent years,            I have supported a number of initiatives to expand trade opportunities            with Cuba, including the commercial sale of agricultural products. As            we move forward in the 111th Congress, I will continue to support increased            opportunities for opening up trade with Cuba to benefit South Dakota’s            producers and our agricultural economy.”
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